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Population  - Mid  1955?  19,150 
Area;  55,868  acres. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  on  public 
health  matters  for  the  year  1955.  Mr.  Blundell  has  provided  the 
detail  of  work  done  by  himself  and  his  staff,  and  I wish  to  thank  him 
and  the  other  Chief  Officials  for  their  helpful  co-operation,  and  the 
Council  for  their  interest  in  public  health  affairs. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Mi-lLCOLM  S,  MRVEY, 

M,Bo,  Ch.B.,  L,P.H. 


Vital  Statistics s 


Population  Mid  1955s  19?150  - is  a rise  of  50  on  that  of ■ Mid  1954* 

Area;  55,868  acres.  - Unchanged. 

(Including  7 illegitimate) 

(Including  8 illegitimate) 

(Total  ~ 15  illegitimate) 

(All  within  wedlock) 


weeks  4 - Male  2 Female  2 
1 yr.  Nil 

4 (All  legitimate 
births) 


LIVE  BIRTHS; 

Male 

Female 

122 

130 

Total 

252 

STILLBIRTHS; 

Male 

Female 

2 

2 

Total 

4 

DEATHS ; 

Neo-Natal; 

Infant  Deaths 
Infant  Deaths 
Total  Infant  ; 

All  Deaths; 

Male 

Female 

174 

174 

Total 

348 

Comparability  Factors 
Vital  Rates 


Births  1.18 


Deaths  0.75. 


Birth  Rate  (crude) 
Corrected  birth  rate 
Birth  Rate  Eng.  & Wales 

Death  Rate  (crude) 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  Eng.  & Wales 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
England  Wales  .. 


13.15 

15.51 

15.00 

18.17 

13.62 

11.70 


per  thousand 
of  the 
) population 

) per  thousand 
) of  the 
) population 


15.9  (Calculation  not 

significant) 

24.9  per  1,000  births 


Peri-natal  mortality  (Neo-natal  deaths  and  stillbirths 
per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  ..  31.2. 

Peri-natal  mortality  etc.  for  East  hent  United  M.O.H. 
District  ..  34.16. 


These  rates  compare  v/ith  those  for  1954  in  the  following  way. 
births  increased  both  in  number  and  as  a birth  rate. 


The 


The  death  rate  has  remained  above  the  national  level  and  is 
influenced  by  local  institutions  which  have  become  the  permanent  home 
of  some  of  the  elderly  residents <> 


The  causes  of  death  are  tabulated  below; 


Cause 

M 

1 1 

P 1 
1 

: Total , 
1 1955  : 
1 

Total 
1954  S 
! 

'Tuberculosis j Respiratory  

i 1 

! 1 

! 

ll 

1 2 i 

4 ! 

'Tuberculosis 5 Other 

1 ” 

_ i 

’ - ) 

All  other  infectious  or  parasitic  diseases 

! 1 

i! 

..  . i 

! 2 1 

1 

[Malignant  heoplasms,  Stomach 

! 3 

I 6| 

! 9 i 

8 

|Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lungs  and  Bronchus 

1 6 

i 6 i 

6 i 

:Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast 

I „ ! 

3 

i 3 ‘ 

3 i 

:Malignant  Neoplasms,  Uterus 

i _ 

1 _! 

I 1 

i 

- 1 

'Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm-s 

1 18 

1 9 

i 27  i 

31  1 

[Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

! ^ 

1 j 

1 ••  1 
j 

2 i 

, Diabetes  . . • . 

1 1 

1 

2 i 

2 i 

'Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

1 19 

17 

36  1 

35  1 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

1 23 

i 91 

32  i 

' 29  : 

iHypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

i 7 

i 

lb  I 

8 i 

jOther  Heart  Disease 

i 52 

69| 

121  1 

; 102  i 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

i 7 

1 9 

1 

■ j 

1 14  1 

! j 

Influenza  

1 — 

ll 

1 ; 

1 i 

j Pneumonia 

' 2 

1 12i 

1 14  1 

1 17  I 

Bronchitis.. 

1 ^ 

5| 

I 13  : 

: 8 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

i *"! 

i 

|.  4-  1 

^Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .. 

j 1 

1 1 

I 4 I 

6 I 

IG-astritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ..  j 

1 

' i! 

' 2 : 

- ! 

jNephritis  and  Nephrosis  .. 

i 2 

I 

i 8 

i 8 ' 

iHyperplasia  of  Prostate  . . . . . . j 

' 1 

! -il 

! 1 

1 5 ^ 

[Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ..  1 

t _ 

1 -i 

1 - ‘ 

;Congential  Malformation  .. 

- 

I 

I _ I 

I 2 1 

1 Other  defined  and  ill  defined  Diseases  i 

i ! 

; 

! 22- 

1 27  1 

iMotor  Vehicle  Accidents  ..  ..  j 

1 1 

i ji 

2|! 

3 

2 I 

jAll  other  accidents  ..  ....  | 

i 4 

■ ® ! 

’ ^ 1 

iSuicide  . . . , . . , . . . . . , 

1 

1! 

-jl 

1 

1 2 1 

iHomicide  or  War  Operations  . . . . | 

- 

■ F 

1 

i Total  Deaths;  ! 

i I 

174 

. 174i! 

348  ^ 

; 336  1 

It  is  better  to  consider  the  probability  of  deaths  from  various 
causes  based  on  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  and  to  compare  this 
with  the  actual,  than  to  compare  rates  for  the  District  with  National 
figures.  This  is  done  below. 

The  population,  19? 150  is  divided  on  the  basis  of  the  1951  census 
as  9?990  females  to  9?160  males. 


\ 

Male 

Female 

Total  j 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  { 

1 

Deaths  Anticipated  ..  ., 

1.78 

0.72 

2.50 

Actual  

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

Deaths  Anticipated  .. 

6.30 

1 

7.30  ; 

Actual  

6 

- 

® i 

Other  Cancers 

1 

Deaths  Anitcipated  .. 

13.70 

17.70 

31.40 

Actual  . . 

21 

18 

39 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  .System 

Deaths  Anticipated  .. 

17.0 

19.0 

i 

36.0  1 

Actual  .0 

19 

17 

36 

Coronary  Disease 

Deaths  Anticipated  .. 

19.0 

11.0 

30.0 

Actual  . . 

23 

9 

52 

i J 

In  none  of  these  groups  do  the  actual  deaths  greatly  exceed  the 
anticipated  number  except  in  the  cancer  group  which  can  be  accounted 
for  by  a population  older  than  average.  (conversion  factor  0.75) 


Infant  Deaths  - The  causes  of  the  4 infants  deaths  were;- 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

24  hours 

1 day  to 

1 month 

Total 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

1 

2 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Damage 

1 

- 

1 

Infectious  Diseases 


The  follov/ing  tabulation  shoY\fs  the  incidence  of  cases  for  the 
year  1955,  shown  quarterly  for  appropriate  diseases  and  in  age  groups. 


Infectious  Disease 


Quartern 


By  Age  Groups 


Totals 


! 

1 

1st 

i2nd. 

3rd  4th  j 

i ! 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14!  15+'65  + 

, 

19551954 

' Scarlet  lever  . . 

' 2 

^ 2 

! 112^ 

6 

1 i 

I ” 

7 • 8 

Measles 

134  , 

: 35 

j 146  1 47  ‘ 

129 

193 

33  i 

i 

362 

I 3 

j Wh 0 0 p i ng  Gough 

2 1 

! 11  i 

12 1 - : 

' 15 

10 

- ' 

I - 

25  i 

41 

Pneumonia 

14  1 

1 6 

' 15; 

, 1 

i ^ ! 

,15  j 

! ^ 

26 

! 13 

, Acute  Poliomyelitis  i 

! i 

1 i 

i 6 2! 

, , 

1 s' 

1 ” i 

Lr-J 

8 1 

! 1 

‘ Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 ! 

i ” 1 

1 

\ 

; 1 

, ^ 

‘ Erysipelas 

2] 

1 _ 

1 j - : 

3 

5 

i Dysentery 

1 

” i “I 

1 

j 

2 

3 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 1 

- 

3 1 “ ; 

3 

10 

Ophthalmia  Deonatorum  | 

1 { 

” j 

- 1 - i 

- : 

! 

I 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Detail 


Age  Distribution  of  Notifications 


i 

j i 

\ 

1 Respiratory  i 
1- 

j Other  Forms 

1 Total  All  ji 

T?  r\"PTfi  C3  0 

1 1 

1 Male  I Female 

; Male 

f 

Female 

r ux  uio  t| 

i 

i 

'■  1 

i 

i 

! Under  15  ! 

_ 

_ 

t 

i 

I 15-25  1 

2 3 1 

- 

5 I 

1 25-45 

3 1 1 I 

1 

5 i 

1 45-65  ; 

- 

- 

2 1 

1 Over  65  . 

^1  ~ ^ 

- 

j 

j ' 

f 

^ TOTAL;  1 

7 i 4 ; 

- 

1 j 

12  ! 

^ On  register  31.12,55. 
I On  register  31.12.54. 


1 Respiratory 

Other  Forms  i 

i 

1 Male 

j Female 

Lfele 

1 Female 

1 B1 

i 67 

18 

19 

; 2ii  ! 

62 

! 19 

23 

Immunisation  a^:;•ainst  Diptheria;  (Figures  supplied  loy  the  County  M.O.H.) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  by  year  of  birth 
who  had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  prior  to  31st  December,  1955 • 


Year  of  Birth 

1945 

46 

47  ,,  48 

i 1 

■'  49j 

50 

51 

52 

1 

53 

54j 

1 j 

55  i Total  I 

Last  complete 
course  of  in- 
jections whe- 
ther primary 

1 or  booster 
1951-1955. 

174 

254 

1. 

247  |186 

1 

r 

194 

219 

198 

200 

173 

I-* 

0 

i 1 

i 

17  1 2,002 

i 

1 

1950  or 
earlier 

; 60 

! 

14:  33 

33| 

Ll 

i 

1 _ 

1 

- 

- 

! 

1 j 

- i ^51 

The  second  table  on  Diphtheria  Immunisation  shows  the  immunisation 
done  during  1955. 


Year  of  Birth 

1955 

54 

53 

52 

51 

50 

49 

48 

47 

46 

45 

' Total 

Primary 

Inoculations 

17 

123 

14 

4 

1 

6 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

178 

Re-inforcing 

Inoculations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

65 

j 42 

15 

16 

95 

14 

253 

' 1 

The  state  of  active  immunisation  of  the  child  population  against 
diphtheria  remains  between  60  and  65^  with  another  10^^  with  a waning 
immunity. 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox s (Figures  supplied  by  the  County  MoO.H.) 
The  following  table  shows  the  vaccination  recorded  in  1955. 


j Year  of  Birth 

I955I 

54 

53 

52 

51 

50 

49 

48 

47 

46 

45 

Bef  ore 
1945 

Total 

Primary 

Vaccination 

95 

56 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

ll 

9 

165 

i Re-Vaccination 

- 

I 

1 

1 

i 

-! 

I ^ 

15 

0 

bj 

By  the  end  of  the  year  37^  of  those  born  in  1955  and  61^  of  those 
born  in  1954  had  been  vaccinated. 


OTI-ISR  DISEASES 


Food  Poisoning 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  mid-August  involving 
seven  persons y 3 in  Blean  and  4 in  Upstreeto  The  source  of  the 
outbreak  was  in  Canterbury  and  is  reported  in  that  annual  report. 

The  cause  was  cooked  meat  infected  v/ith  coagulase  positive 
staphylococcus  aureus , phage  type  535  ^nt  was  contributed  to  by 
poor  care  of  the  Bieat  after  purchase.  Only  3 of  the  seven  cases  were 
notified  as  food  poisoning. 

Salmonella  Typhi  Murium. 

One  case  of  this  infection  was  notified  as  Dysentery  although 
it  may  m-ore  correctly  be  included  as  a case  of  food  poisoning.  There 
were  other  cases  of  the  infection  in  the  locality,  the  occurrence 
being  sporadic. 

This  case  occurred  in  a boys’  school  and  was  eventually 
attributed  to  an  infection  from  a convalescent  carrier  amongst  the 
other  boys.  Nevertheless  it  led  to  a full  investigation  of  possible 
sources  of  infection  and  other  dangers,  and  to  improved  drinking 
water  arrangements. 

It  was  found  that  rat  and  mouse  catching  was  carried  out 'under 
contract  and  that  virus  rat  bait  was  being  laid  in  dormitories. 

While  the  virus  was  quite  a different  pathogen  than  Salmonella  Typhi 
Murium  and  we  had  no  suspicion  of  it  as  a source  of  trouble,  the  use 
of  live  bait  in  a boys’  dormitory  was  condemned.  Although  such  a 
place  is  not  a catering  establishment  it  is  certainly  the  location 
of  surreptitious  feasts. 

Measles 


After  the  very  low  incidence  of  1954s  measles  had  a high 
incidence  in  the  district  as  elsewhere  in  Kent,  gathering  force  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  with  a resurgence  in  the  summer  months. 
Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths  and  its  summer  prevalence  and  the 
low  rate  of  streptococcal  infection  as  evinced  by  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  kept  down  the  complications. 

HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

A survey  of  the  area  disclosed  159  unfit  houses.  It  was 
considered  that  100  of  these  should  be  dealt  with  by  demolition. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  others  could  be  improved  and  will  remain  as 
units  of  accommodation  in  the  district.  This  method  of  saving 
properties  from  d emolition  seems  to  be  more  readily  achieved  in  rural 
districts  than  in  towns. 


Slum  Clearance  (Cont’d ) 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  action  v/hich  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  the  houses  needed  because  of  slum  clearance,  and 
a careful  check  was  made  through  the  housing  applicants  list  to 
associate  slum  clearance  requirements  with  the  normal  re-housing 
demand  of  the  district. 

It  was  considered  that  30  of  the  159  houses  should  be  dealt 
with  in  the  year  beginning  October,  1955. 

On  the  assumption  that  closer  co-ordination  of  slum  clearance 
activity  and  the  provision  of  houses  would  be  achieved  by  one 
Committee  dealing  with  both  matters,  the  Housing  Committee  and  the 
Public  Health  Committee  were  combined.  Disadvantages  became 
apparent  however  in  the  practice  of  estates  management  and  the 
Committees  have  since  been  re-established. 

DRAIHAGE  AHD  SEWERaGE 

Approval  of  the  completion  to  the  Sturry  sewerage  scheme  is  still 
awaited  and  it  is  considered  unfort'onate  that  we  cannot  upgrade  all  of 
this  part  of  the  district. 

The  Littlebourne  sewerage  scheme  was  still  going  ahead  during  1955 
and  should  come  into  use  before  the  end  of  1956.  The  very  high  water 
table  in  the  valley  of  the  Little  Stour,  presents  considerable 
engineering  diffuclties  to  such  schemes. 

MOSQUITO  HUISAHCLS 

A troublesome  infestation  of  mosquitoes  arose  near  the  woodland 
at  Chartham  Hatch,  and  vras  identified  as  due  to  the  Theobaldia  Species. 
The  breeding  place  was  found  and  dealt  with.  This  mosquito  is  a very 
fierce  biter  and  can  be  most  troublesome  if  breeding  is  allowed  to 
occur  in  places  where  excremental  contamination  of  stagnant  lying  water 
exists. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Section 

Mr.  Blundell  submits  the  following  information  on  the  Public  Health  work 
of  his  department  during  19^^. 

HOUSEJCt 

A.  New  houses  erected  by  the  Council 64 

New  houses  under  construction  by  the  Council  70 

New  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ••  ..  93 

Houses  demolished  under  Housing  Acts  12 

Houses  demolished  by  other  persons  1 

Houses  otherwise  closed  for  human  habitation  under  Housing  Acts  ..  12 

Houses  otherwise  closed  for  human  habitation  by  other  persons  .*  Nil 

Conversions  of  properties  into  dwellings  under  Hoiasing  Act  ....  5 

Conversions  of  properties  into  dwellings  by  other  persons  .*  ..  2 

Conversions  of  properties  in  progress  under  Housing  Act  ..  ..  9 

Conversions  of  properties  in  progress  by  other  persons  ..  ..  Nil 

B.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

1.  (a)  Number  inspected  under  Housing  Acts..  ..  803 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 116? 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  mder  Sub-heading  1 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1929  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  h^Jman  habitation 

(Section  11)  29 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(Section  9)  ••  ••  Nil 

9.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
a view  to:- 

(a)  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  (S.9)  Nil 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  (S.ll)  ..  29 

6.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  known  to  the  local  authority 

at  31st  December,  199^  • • ^ 

7.  Number  of  such  cases  identified  during  1999  ••  ••  ••  ® 

8.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  31st  December,  1999  ••  9 

C.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  under  Housing  Acts Nil 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  r’endered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts..  12 


D.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Proceedings  mder  Sections  9»  10  and  l6  of  the  Housing  Act  195^: 


1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  on  v/hich  notices  Virere  served 

requiring  repairs  Nil 

2.  Number  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  .. 

(i)  By  owners  Nil 

(li)  By  Local  Authority  in  default. Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  on  which  statutory  notices  v/ere 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

2.  Number  in  which  defects  remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices: 

(i)  By  owners  5 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  1^  of  the  Housing  Act,  19^6: 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  8 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  mder  Demolition  Orders  15 

5«  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  sub-section  (5)  of  Section  11  of  the 

Housing  Act,  I956 9 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  195^5 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergromd  rooms  on  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  I949: 

1.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  5(1)  ••  ••  Nil 

2.  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  substituted 

under  Section  5(2) ..  Nil 

(f)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  19^5^ 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(1)  5 

In  connection  with  the  work  under  various  Housing  Acts  and  Circulars 
and  Public  Health  Acts,  the  following  tqble  shows  the  number  of  inspections 
and  visits  made:- 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 8O5 

Number  of  houses  visited  under  Housing  ^ct 5^^ 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ..  ..  20 

Number  of  houses  visited  under  Public  Health  Act  II9 

Number  of  miscellaneous  housing  visits  (living  conditions  of 
Council  House  applicants^  preliminary  visits  in  respect  of 
grants  etc.) 168 


Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949 5 increased  during  the  year,  53  applications  were 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval,  all  of  which  were  approved. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  on  30  properties  had  been  completed. 

Although  only  53  applications  were  submitted  to  the  Council, 
numerous  others  were  made  but  were  not  submitted  for  approval  as  they 
did  not  comply  with  the  standards  as  set  out  in  the  Circulars  under 
the  1949  Housing  Act.  A continous  stream  of  enquiries  by  visits  and 
by  letter  are  received  daily  at  the  office.  This  necessitates  the 
sendingof  printed  notes  to  the  enquirer  and  interviews  at  the  office 
which  can  last  up  to  20  minutes  in  length,  or  a visit  to  the  property 
with  the  owner.  These  latter  visits  are  necessary  when  the  improve- 
ments are  of  a complicated  nature  and  necessitate  items  of  replanning. 

water 


The  District  is  served  by  four  Water  Undertakings,  IVJargate, 
Herne  Bay,  Canterbury  and  Mid  and  East  Kent.  These  companies  also 
have  their  catchment  areas  extending  over  a large  part  of  the  District. 
All  of  the  water  is  drawn  from  deep  wells  and  all  supplies  are 
chlorinated  before  distribution. 

Throughout  the  year  66  visits  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  water  supplies,  including  water  sampling.  Regular  bacteriological 
samples  are  taken  from  the  four  mains  sources  within  the  area,  as 
well  as  from  Mystole  House,  Chartham  and  the  Youth  Hostel,  Tyler  Hill. 
The  results  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows 

Bacteriological  Chemical 

Ho.  of  samples  taken...  42  2 

Results  ...  ...  ...  34  Satisfactory  1 Satisfactory 

8 Unsatisfactory  1 Unsatisfactory 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  source  of  supply  for  each 
Parish  within  the  Rural  District. 


Name  of  Parish  Source  of  Supply 


Adisham  Margate  Corporation 

Barham  Mid-Kent  Water  Co. 

Bekesbourne . . . . ) 

Bridge  ..  ) Margate  Corporation. 

Bishopsbourne ..  ..  ) 

Chartham..  ..  ) Canterbury  Water  Co., 

Chislet  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ) and  Local  Wells 

Pordwich.  . . . ) 

Hacking ton  ) Canterbury  Water  Co. 

Harbledown  . . . . . . . . . . ) 


Name  of  Parish 


Source  of  Supply 


Hoath  

Ickham  and  V/ell 
Kingston 
Littlebourne . o 
Lower  Hardres 
Patrixbourne o . 

Petham  

St.  Cosmus  and  St. 

Sturry  

Thanington  Without 

Upper  Hardres 
Waltham. . 

Westhere 

Wickhambreaux 

Womenswold 


Herne  Bay  V/ater  Co, 

Margate  Corporation 

Mid-Kent  Water  Co. 

Margate  Corporation 

Canterbury  Water  Co. 

Margate  Corporation 

Mid-Kent  Water  Co. 

Damian  in  the  Blean) 

..  ..  )Canterbury  Water  Co. 

..  ..  ..  Canterbury  Y/ater  Co, 

and  Rain  Water  Tanks 

;;  ;;  ;;  ^Mid-Kent  Y/ater  Co. 

Canterbury  Water  Co. 

(Margate  Corporation 


POOD  AND  DRUGS 
1,  Pood  Inspection 

Inspections  of  all  animals  slaughtered,  at  St.  Augustine's 
Hospital,  Chartham,  have  been  carried  out.  The  following 
animals  were  inspected s- 

Cows  - 4 

Calves  - 4 

Pigs  - 319 

The  following  organs  etc.  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  or 

unsaleable  for  human  consumption; - 


Udder  of  sow  (Mastitis) 

1 Pigs  Head  (Abscess  and  bad  bleeding) 
Part  of  Pigs  Head  (Injection) 


Prom  time  to  time,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  are  surrendered 
by  retailers  for  condemnation  and  during  the  year  the  following 
amounts  of  foodstuffs  have  been  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption;- 


62 

lbs 

112 

lbs 

109 

lbs 

12 

lbs 

3% 

lbs 

lei 

lbs 

13I 

lbs 

6 

lbs 

2 

lbs 

2 

lbs 

Imported  Beef 

Beef 

Pork 

Corned  Beef 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Pruit 
Canned  Marmalade 
Canned  Milk- 
Canned  Pish 


It  is  noted  that  it  is  only  the  larger  firms  that  surrender 
unfit  foodstuffs,  no  doubt  at  the  smaller  shops  the  wholesalers  ar 
prepared  to  accept  the  odd  tin  without  a condemnation  certificate. 

2 • Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards , 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  area.  The 
only  knackers  yard  in  the  district,  is  at  Tyler  Hill. 

5 • Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Hotels. 

Under  this  heading  there  are  19  premises  within  the  area. 
Owing  to  increased  work  in  connection  with  Housing  and  Improvement 
G-rants , the  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  fell  well  below 
average.  During  the  course  of  visits,  various  suggestions  and 
recommendations  are  made  to  the  ovmers  and  these  are  usually 
attended  to  before  the  next  visit.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
necessary  to  serve  notices,  although  in  some  cases  informal 
notices  v/ere  sent. 

4.  Bakehouses 

There  are  11  bakehouses  in  the  area.  They  range  from  those 
with  old  fashioned  side  fired  ovens  and  no  mechanical  aids,  up  to 
modernised  ones  with  steam  heated  ovens  and  automatic  moulders, 
mixers,  slicers  and  wrappers.  They  are  all  privately  owned  and 
generally  the  owner  both  bakes  and  delivers  the  bread.  The 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  high  and  suggestions  for 
improvements  are  generally  accepted  and  implemented. 

Once  again,  increased  housing  work  reduced  the  average 
number  of  visits  for  the  year. 

5 • Public  Houses  and  Inns 

There  are  68  licensed  premises  in  the  area  and  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  further  improvements  were  carried  out  to  ^ 
bring  these  premises  more  up-to-date. 

6.  Fish  Frying  Premises 

There  are  still  2 fish  fryers  within  the  district.  The 
conditions  of  one  shop  are  below  average  but  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  premises  consist  of  a temporary  wooden  hut  and  are 
licensed  annually  by  this  authority,  pending  the  replanning  of 
Sturry  it  is  unreasonable  to  attempt  to  attain  structural 
improvements.  Under  the  conditions,  general  cleanliness  is 
average . 

7.  Ice-Cream 

It  was  only  possible  during  the  year  to  take  11  samples  of 
ice-cream  and  7 of  ice  lollies,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon 


Ice-Cream  (cont’d ) 

as  coming  within  Grade  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health  gradings. 
There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the  District. 
Applications  for  the  registration  of  2 premises  were  approved, 
making  a total  of  62  that  are  licensed  to  sell  ice-cream  in  the 
district. 

8 . Milk  and  Dairies 

The  undermentioned  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations  1949?  have  been  granted  to  persons 
retailing  milk  v/ithin  this  area. 


Pasteurised  ... 

Dealers 

14 

Supplementary 

6 

Sterilised  ... 

3 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

14 

6 

There  are  no  pasteurising  plants  within  the  district.  The 
only  regular  milk  sampling  that  takes  place  in  the  area  is  at 
St.  Augustine’s  Hospital,  Chartham.  During  the  winter  months 
regular  monthly  samples  are  taken  and  during  the  summer  months 
fortnightly  samples.  These  samples  are  submitted  for  the 
biological  and  methylene  blue  tests  and  the  results  are  as  follows 


ho.  Samples  taken 
Results 

Ho.  samples  taken 
Results  ... 


Biological  Test 

4 (T.T„) 

4 Satisfactory 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

9 (T.T.) 

3 Satisfactory 

2 (Pasteurised) 

2 Satisfactory, 


The  six  samples  reported  upon  as  being  unsatisfactory  did 
not  arrive  at  the  laboratory  in  Maidstone  until  the  following  day. 
Samples  are  nov/  kept  in  the  Canterbury  Health  Department's 
refrigerator  overnight  and  dispatched  the  following  morning. 

FACTORIES  AHD  WORKPLACES 

There  are  64  factories  (56  with  pov/er,  8 without  power)  and 
26  workplaces  on  the  factories  register. 


23  visits  were  made  during  the  past  year  and  I would  point 
out  that  under  the  Factory  Acts,  the  Public  Health  Department  are  only 
responsible  for  sanitary  accommodation  in  factories  with  power.  This 
issue  of  Certificates  and  supervision  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  is  dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor. 

The  following  tables  give  the  prescribed  particulars  under 
Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


r ””” 

1 Number 

j Number  of 

Premises 

i on 

IRegister 

.[Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

! Occupiers 
j Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,2 ,3 j4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

1 2 

! 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec. 7 is  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authority, 

1 

51 

23 

1 ^ 

1 , , 

1 (iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec. 7 is  en- 
1 forced  by  the  Local  [ 

Authority.  1 

; i 

' - 1 

j TOTAL;  : 

23  j 

i 

1 \ 

- 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  of  Cases 
in  which  Defects  were  Found 


No.  of  Cases  j 


1 

Particulars 

1 — — 

|Pound  j 

1 Remedied 

Referred 

J.IX 

Prosecutions 

! TTir  Cl  Cj 

i i 

i 

: 1 

I To  H.M.  i 
'inspector  j 

; By  H.M. 
j Inspector 

1 W X w 

Instituted 

: Want  of  Clean- 
' liness 

i 

! 

“ 1 

; j 

1 

1 ] 

1 

[ 

Unsuitable  or  j 

defective  sanitary  j 
conveniences  ' 

1 

1 

: 

j 1 

! i 

! “ i 

- 

i 

! 

TOTAL; 

: 

1 

i 

i 

COITTROL  OR  CTRECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Visits  are  made  following  the  report  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  within  the  area.  During  these  visits,  infortnation  is  sought 
concerning  the  spread  of  infection  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  its 
spreading  further.  In  addition,  information  and  advice  are  given  to 
those  responsible  for  the  patients.  During  this  year  6 such  visits 
have  been  made. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Rodent  control  is  carried  out  in  the  district  by  a half-time 
operator  who  deals  with  complaints  from  private  and  business  premises. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  following  premises  were 
visited  and  treatment  carried  out  where  necessary. 


Private 

Local  Authority 

Parm 

Business 

Total 

Inspections 

189 

32 

48 

62 

331 

Treatments 

87 

11 

13 

17 

128 

Routine  tests  on  the  sewers  at  Harbledown  and  Sturry  proved  once 
again  to  be  negative.  This  authority  is  now  exempted  until  the  year 
1957  from  carrying  out  further  tests  on  the  sewers. 

DRAINaG-S  and  SS\lV^ERiiCE 

Drainage  within  the  district  is  generally  to  cesspools, 
septic  tanks  and  soakav/ays,  there  being  sewers  at  Harbledown,  Woolage 
Village,  Ves there,  and  part  of  Sturry,  and  at  three  of  the  Council’s 
post-war  housing  estates. 

95  visits  were  made  during  the  year  re  overflowing  of 
cesspools,  obstructed  drains  etc.  As  it  is  the  duty  of  any  person  who 
wishes  to  alter  or  construct  new  drains,  to  submit  a plan  for  Byelaw 
approval,  all  the  drain  testing  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor's 
Department. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

Six  vehicles  are  employed  on  cesspool  and  pail  closet  emptying. 
In  the  northern  part  of  the  district,  cesspools  are  emptied  in  rotation 
every  three  months  and  the  remainder  of  the  district  upon  receipt  of 
requests.  Pollov/ing  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Council,  additional 
emptyings  are  nov;  carried  out  upon  payment,  and  during  the  year,  44 
were  attended  to. 

Pour  vehicles  are  employed  in  carrying  out  a weekly  refuse 
collection  in  the  district.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  three  tips  in 
the  district,  namely  Chartham,  Oldridge  Wood,  and  Womenswold. 

Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  each  tip.  During  the  year,  owing 


to  the  increased  tonnage  of  refuse  disposed  at  Chartham  and  the 
danger  of  receiving  complaints,  it  was  necessary  to  employ  an  elderly 
pensioner  to  carry  out  part-time  work  at  Chartham  Tip. 

This  authority  has  continued  with  its  paper  salvage  and 
during  the  year  the  price  of  waste  paper  rose  from  £7  to  £8  per  ton. 
The  income  from  this  paper  amo'unted  to  £975  13s.  3d.  During  the  same 
period  a sum  of  £11  14s.  6d . was  realised  from  the  sale  of  scrap  metal 

MOVABID  DWELLINGS 


This  local  authority  has  two  registered  caravan  sites  and  9 
persons  hold  luhlic  Health  Act  licences  to  station  and  use  movahle 
dwellings  within  the  area.  The  licences  in  respect  of  individual 
caraArans  are  renewed  annually  suhject  to  the  Public  Health  conditions 
being  complied  with. 

During  the  year,  15  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  new  and 
existing  licences  for  individual  caravans,  as  well  as  in  respect  of 
sites  at  Dengrove , Broad  Oak  and  Woodlands,  Honey  Hill,  Blean. 


HOP-PICICF^BS*  CAMPS 

Eleven  farms  within  the  district  provide  accommodation  for 
hop-pickers o There  are  15  camps  in  use  during  the  season,  housing 
approxim.ately  3? 000  persons.  The  construction  of  the  huts  range  from 
weather  boarded  type  with  felt  roofs  to  t he  breeze  or  concrete  block 
t;/pe  with  corrugated  iron  roofs.  All  the  huts  have  concrete  floors, 
with  bunks  and  shutter  ventilation.  lilains  water  is  piped  to  the 
sites,  with  one  exception.  In  most  cases  the  sanitary  accommodation 
consists  of  trench  privies. 

The  usual  procedure  is  to  inspect  some  weeks  prior  to 
occupation  and  notify  the  owner  of  any  defects.  During  hop- picking, 
regular  visits  are  made  with  the  emphasis  on  cleanliness  of  sites  and 
sanitary  accommodation.  42  visits  were  made  during  the  year, 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

23  visits  have  been  made  under  this  Act, 


